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SUBJECT: BRITISH ARMS SALES TO GREECE 

1. ON APRIL 30 VISITING DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL EAGLETON 
GAVE BRIEFING IN GENERAL TERMS TO FCO ASSISTANT UNDER 
SECRETARY MORGAN AND ACTING SOUTH EAST EUROPEAN DEPART- 
MENT HEAD WESTON ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING CYPRUS 
AS VIEWED BY DEPARTMENT. BRITISH REPLIED THAT THEIR OWN 
PERCEPTION OF THE SITUATION WAS VERY SIMILAR. 

2. SUBSEQUENT TO THE MEETING, WESTON CONFIDED THAT 
BRITISH HAVE BEEN RECEIVING GREEK REQUESTS FOR MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT. BRITISH HAVE AGREED TO SUPPLY 105 MILLIMETER 
GUNS AS WELL AS FORGINGS FOR GUNS TO BE FITTED TO (ABOUT 
200) LEOPARD TANKS THAT WILL BE SOLD BY GERMANS TO 
GREECE. THESE ARE FIRST SUCH ARMS REQUESTS FROM GREECE. 

FCO HOPES TO KEEP MATTER CONFIDENTIAL. IT PERCEIVES 
SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR HMG AND NATO SHOULD BRITISH LATER 
TURN DOWN TURKISH REQUESTS FOR ARMS. THAT WOULD PUT 
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BRITISH IN POSITION OF SUPPLYING GREECE WHICH IS DECREAS- 
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ING ITS TIES WITH NATO WHILE REFUSING TO SUPPLY FULL NATO 
MEMBER SUCH AS TURKEY. HOWEVER, THERE ARE SERIOUS PROB- 
LEMS OF PERCEPTION AT HIGHEST LEVELS OF HMG AS WELL AS 
DOMESTIC BRITISH POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS WHICH MAKE SUCH 
A SCENARIO NOT IMPLAUSIBLE. 
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